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This Reader’s Workshop unif 1Is the
introduction to the workshop It can be
mplemented at ahy fime of the year, although
[ usually begin during the second week of
school  After teaching several years of
sucoessful Reader’s Workshops with students
of different ages, I have complled my most
successful lessons and resources within This
document

[ have outlined a seq uehce of mini-lessohs and
Included possible seripts for the lessons T hese
minl-lessohs may be taught In a different order
than The ohe lj)vc sugqgested, although soms
lessons do bulld on erevious ohes, so be sure To
read through the contents carefully and make
a declslon based oh your students’ needs.

Wishing you a joyful year of the Reader’s
Workshop!

Happy feaching
-Erica Trobridge
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Theé Ooverview and structure
Of thé Reader’'s workshop

The reader’s workshop has a predictable roufine, and there are cerfain
steps that you wil folow almost every fime. The workshop method
focuses on keeping the mini-lessons short, which leaves the majority of
fime for students fo apply the skil you jusf taught (or have faught
previously) during their independent reading fime.

The reader’s workshop begins with a minHesson, which usually lasts
befween 10-15 minutes. The teacher focuses on feaching one skill the
students need to become beffer readers. When the sfudents are
dismissed from the meefing area, they go fo read independently—this
fakes the majority of the workshop fime, approximately 20-10 minufes.
However, in the beginning of the year (or whenever you infroduce the
workshop model), you wil begin by giving studenfs much less time, maybe
even only O minutes. Then they wil gradually build their sfamina each day
during that first month until they reach the desired amount of independent
reading fime.

During sfudents’ independent reading fime, you wil confer with students
independently or in small sfrategy groups, depending on your schedule
and what you've noficed they need help with.

The last part of the Reader’s Workshop is the Group Share, when
students will come back fo the meeting place and discuss (either with a
partner or in front of the class) what they practiced and learned as
readers. This generally takes 5 minufes or less.

6 O 0 O
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Mmanagement TipS
£0r theé Reader’'s WOorkshop

% Creafe roufines that are the same every day;
-Where will students come for the mini-lesson?
-How will you establish turn-and-talk partnerships?
-How wil students transition from the meeting place to their
independent reading spotfs?
-What will the Groue Share look like?
-Where will you post the conference schedule?

% Creafe a system for sfudents to get supplies (and show how
to use them appropriately)
% Organize your classroom library so that students can find what

they're looking for... and be exposed fo new things, foo! (Book
bins that are organized by level, but also by subject matfer or
favorite characters, for example.)
% When behavior issues arise, have a sysfem fo discuss and
deal with those issues so they don’t become roufine.
% [ sfablish expectations for student behavior:
- reading the enfire time (unless they are jotting down ideas)
- keeping a reading log
- being prepared for reading conferences with the tfeacher
- sefting goals for themselves and showing evidence of
working towards these goals
-gefting starfed right away
% When you meet with a student (or smal group of students),
make sure they jof down on a sficky note what you've asked them
fo fry, so they can show yow'remember i the next time you meet

v O 0 O
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Desired RESUITS £0r students
in Theé Reader’'s workshop

(What do we wdnt students to be dble to do?)

- 1o spend the enfire workshop reading (or
j falking about or joffing abouf reading) C

- fo be able to change thinking as they read

- fo parficipate In discussions about texts with
peers and feachers

- fo support their thinking with evidence from
fhe text

- to build strafegies for comprehension from
min-lessons and conf'erencing

- to sef reading goals for themselves and
reflect on their progress

j - fo understand the power of
[iferafture fo inferpref issues
and the world around them

- 1o keep track of their thinking in
a reader’s notebook
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Reacllna SUrveH

Name:

\J

My favorite genres are:

~N

FAIRY TALES,
FOLK TALES & FABLES SCIENCEFICTION  POETRY NONFiCTiON

AXNYAYAYAYA

MYSTERY FANTASY REALISTIC FiICTiON HiSTORICAL FiCTiON

\ J
My favorite topics to read about:

NITAININININININ

Do you have any favorite characters?

What book are you reading how?

What are you good at as a reader?

How do you feel about reading”?
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Desired ResuUlts £0r strudents in the
Redader’s wWworkshop

(What do we

FORMS OF ASSESSMENT

want students to be able to do?)

WHATWE LOOK FOR

-Observing during
independent reading

Are sfudents sfaying focused during the entire reading
time?

Do they choose reading spofs where they won'f be
distracted”?

-Individual conferences

Are students able to discuss their ideas about the texts
they're reading?

How are they incorporating sfrategies from mini-essons
info their reading?

-Reading logs

Are students finishing their books?

Are they reading a different book each day, or
spending several days on one”?

How marny pages do they read each day?

Do they stick to a certain genre”?

Are they reading the same book at home and at school?
Are fhere sfudents who abandon a lof of books?

-Notebook enfries

How do students respond fo the book they're reading?
Do students show a variety of fthinking?

-Status of the class

Are studenfs reading different genres?
Are there studenfs who seem stuck on a book or
author?

-Listening fo partner
conversations during the
turn and talk

Which students contribute fo the conversation?

Who is commenting abouf plot? Character? Theme?
Who responds o another person’s comment (rather
than only sharing their own)?

Are they engaged during the read-aloud?

T o O O
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The Habits of Good Readers Unit Pldanner

Session 1

SHARING A FAVORITE

Session 2

TURN AND TALk

Session 3

WHAT IS “JUST

Session ¥

HOW TO USE THE

READING MEMORY ABOUT A FAVORITE RIGHT”? CLASSROOM LIBRARY
BOOk
Session 5 Session 6 Session 7 Session 8
GOALS FOR THE A COMMWNITY OF READING LOGS SETTING A PURPOSE
READER’S WORKSHOP READERS: WHAT FOR READING
(Class Goals and Student DOES IT LOOk AND
Goals) SOUND LIKE?
Session 9 Session 10 Session 11 Session 12
ACQUIRING NEW WHAT IS A READING GO0D READERS GO0D READERS TALk
VOCABULARY CONFERENCE? BUILD STAMINA ABOUT BOOKS
Session 13 Session 14 Session 15 Session 16
kEEPING TRACk OF kEEPING TRACK OF | INTRO TO NONFICTION PREVIEWING
YOUR THINKING: YOUR THINKING: Sharing nonf'iction NONFICTION
STICKY NOTES READER’S
NOTEBOOk
Session 17 Sescion 18 Session 14 Session 20

WHEN TO ABANDON A
BOOk

REFLECTING ON OUR
PROGRESS

SIGNING UP FOR A
STRATEGY GROUP

SHOW WHAT YOU
KNOW
(Exit Slips)
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Dear Families,

I'm hdppy to dnnounce thdt we dre reddy to begin a new
dnd importdnt part of our ddily routine-- the Redders’
Workshop. The workshop model consists of a brief
reading lesson, dlong with some pdrtner practice, dnd
tedches students how to dpply redading comprehension
strategies to the books they read throughout the year.
The Redder’s Workshop dlso focuses on the behaviors
of go00d readers, dnd will be a time when we choose,
read, dnd discuss wonderful and interesting books. We
will learn and prdctice many reading skills throughout the
yedr, but most importdntly, we will ledrn to think more
deeply dbout the text through prdctice, discussion, dnd
reflection.

As d kickoff to this type of redding work, I would like to
invite edch student to bring in his/her favorite book to
shdre dnd discuss with the cldss. Pledse hdve your child
bring his/her fdvorite book to school on

Sincerely,

Y SIS TR O N YU S S S VR v
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Session 1 é
SHARING A FAVORITE READPING MEMORY :

Materidls chart paper, markers )
student Redding Memory sheet

-0 —@—0-

As we get to know edch other, | thought ohe of the important things we could discuss
would be our favorite reading memories, those moments when reading felt like the best

Students, take a second to close your eyes and see if you cdn picture me reading inside
my fort. You can think about my sketch dand what | told you so that you can make 4
picture inyour minds. I'm going to write 4 few sentences underneath to remind myseff of
that time.

. donnection | 40 in the workd.
@ Today, we're going to think about and share our best reading memory.
@ One of the techniques that helps me remember something is to draw d quick sketch. This
. helps me go bdck to that moment and picture it in my head.
Now sketch your own redding memory. As you sKetch, remind students that they should
@ only be pdying attention (without talking), becduse this is what will be expected of them
4 during dll “Tedching” segments of the Reader’s Workshop mini-lessons. .
After you finish: Did you notice how [ didn’t spend much time drawing this sketch trying to
make it perfect? This sketch will work to remind me of my favorite reading memory so y
that | can talk to you about it. @
(Talk to students about the reading memory/picture.) '
My favorite redding memory is redding d book under d “fort” made of cdrd tables with .
Tedching sheets covering them. | put lots of pillows under there fo make it comfy, dlong with 4 |ittle @
reading ldmp dnd some stuffed dnimdls. One of the redsons | use this memory is becduse .
it is hot going to be the sdme memory for dny of my students, dnd it prevents them from
drawing the same thing. z

Even though | have lots of great reading memories, did you see how | decided on this and
sketched it quickly? Did you notice how when [ sketched it, | redlly tried to picture in my
mind what it looked like when | wds redading inside my cdrd takle fort so that you guys
could picture it too?

_ Now, [ want you to think about a reading memory that you have. Close your eyes. (Wait
Active 15 seconds) Now, turn and tell the person sitting hext to you about your favorite reading

Engagement | memory.

Listen to conversdtions dnd mdke sure everyone hds dturn.

—@—@0—0@—0—0—@&

What great reading memories you guys have! And I'm excited that our classroom will be a
place where you can mdke hew reading memories. Today you're going to sketch your
Independert reading memory so that the rest of us cdn picture them, too. Then, when it’s time for you ,
Prdctice to read, we’re going to try to make our classroom the Kind of pldce where you can make (&)
new reading memories. .

_0—0-

*  Group Share Students share their sketches dnd reading memories. (You might choose to use these for
a bulletin bodrd or student portfolio.)

&—0—60—0—60—0—6—0—60—0—6—0—







Who's My Partner?

CLASS LIST

P3rRtNeRr 1 P3rRtNeRrR 2
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Session 2 é
TURN AND TALK ABOUT A FAVORITE BOOK )

- A favorite book for edch student. This could be brought from home (see dftdched
sdmple letter to families), or from the cldssroom library. Students bring their books with
them to the meeting drea dnd sit on them during the lesson (or whatever the tedcher
prefers so the books don't become d distrdction during).

Materidls - A book to read dloud. ft would be helpful to have a religble student to demonstrdte with
\/OU

-Books/book bins on students’ desks or tdables for them to dccess during independent
reading

Chart pdper (to create dn dnchor chart: What is Turn dnd Talk?)

. We have beguh having Reader’s Workshop, d time in our daity schedule when we will be
Connection | doing a lot of thinking and talking about the books we dre reading. Good readers ledarn
from their pdrtners and themselves this way. Today we will be talking about ohe of our

favorite books with 4 pdrtner. @
Note to tedchers: You mdy choose To designate partnerships with a Partner 1 and a Partner .
2, and tell students before edch turn and talk which partner should begin. This helps prevent @
the same (stronger) student from alwdys being the one fo talk first. ’

S
©
®
o
. As we dre ledrning about 4 book dand reading during our minilesson, we will heed to talk .
and discuss our ideds with someone. We need a way to do this that shows respect for
. everyone dand helps us do our best thinking and ledrning. One wday to do this is to “turn .
and talk” to someone sitting hext to you When you turn and talk, you will be talking to .
\ your pdrtner dbout whatever | have dsked you to talk about together. When you turn
and talk, it is important that you use respectful behavior. This medns you face the person Ve
) you're tdlking to, and you and your pdrtner should look at edch other ds you pay
. attention to what you dre saying to edch other. Tou should dlso take turns with your .
@ partner ds you talk, without interrupting edach other. When you turn and talk you should @
* use 4 quiet voice, since you dre sitting right next to the person you dre talking to, and
. Tedching you don’t want to disturk other Kids who are talking to their pdrtners. Finally, when turn
@ and talk is finished and you dre dsked to stop talking so that you can go kdck to listening
. to the lesson, you should do so right away so that we can continue ledrning. .
S

Demonstradtion: As / show you what the turn and talk looKs like, | want you to notice the .
things | do so we can include those behaviors on our dnchor chart for “What is Turn and
Talk?”. Watch me ds | do qturn and talk about my favorite book that | brought. *
Role-play dfurn dnd talk with d child sitting nedar you. Tdlk for d couple of moments dbout
your favorite That you brought with you to the meeting drea, possibly mentioning it's title,
interesting things about the chdradcter, other redsons you like it, comments dbout the .
illustrations, how the author does something unique, etc.

Who can tell me what you hoticed about how [turned and talked to my partner? Elicit
some responses dbout how the discussion with d pdrther went, focusing on the key @
points made in the focus lesson dbout respectful dnd dccountable talk to d partner. Add  *
these things to the dnchor chart. Possibkilities include fdce edch other, make eye contdct, °
ignore disruptive behaviors, stay on fopic, etc.)

@—O0—0—0—"0B—0—0—60—0—0—0—
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Active
Engagement

Sessioh 2 é
TURN AND TALK ABOUT A FAVORITE BOOK '

Now who can tell me what | talked about with my pdartner ds | discussed the
favorite book | brought? Elicit some responses dbout the topics of your
discussion with your demonstrdtion pdrtner dbout the book you selected. (You
can write some of the possible topics on chart pdper so that students can
remember what might be discussed at this time).

Now it’s your turn. TYou will turn and talk to a partner about the favorite book
you have brought, just like you watched me do during my demonstration. Have
sfudents turn to d partner next to them (or to a pdrtner you've dssighed) and tell
edch other dbout their favorite book. Listen to the conversadtions. (I usudlly
remind students dbout halfway through to let the other person tdlk using the
Partner 1/Partner 2 system.)

Independent
Practice

Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Rememker, this is a quiet
time in our classroom to enjoy books. When you walk quietly to your desk/takle,
you may reread your favorite book you brought, or you may choose a book
from the basKet that is there. Tou may dlso read the favorite book of someone
else at your table who would like to share. If you finish you may reread the book
you chose or quietly choose danother. When we come bdck together | will want to
hedr about d book you ehjoyed today, so think about that while you dre reading.

Group Shdre

Turnto 4 partner and talk about what you read today. Take turns talking about
your booKs. Be sure to practice the turn and talk behaviors we’ve discussed and
listed on the anchor chart. .

(o
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Materidls
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Session 3 é
WHAT /S “JUST RIGHT"? :

- Books dt various reading levels/interests/genres for you to choose from during the
minilesson
- Chart pdper (fo credte dn danchor chdrt: “How to Choose d Just-Right Book™)

Cohnection

As we begin choosing booKs for our book bkin, we hqve to make sure the books we
choose dre books we can read and enjoy, because they are at our “just right” level.

Tedching

One of the ways we make sure d book will be just-right for us is to preview it first. This
will help us decide if we're interested in the topic and chardcters, and whether we’ll
understand the writing. Good redaders choose bookKs that they can read edsity and
understand, NOT ones that are difficult. This way we cdn do our kest thinking during
independent reading.

Let me show you how good redaders choose 4 just right book. Watch how [ choose my
bookKs and notice how [ decide if the books are “just right.” (Model choosing a book that
you're interested in. Discuss book cover, bdck of the book blurk, illustrations,
chardcters, genre, whether you can read it smoothly and then talk about it afterwards,
efc.)

Chart these on dn dnchor chart “How tfo Choose d Just-Right Book.”

Active
Engagement

[Allow dbout 1 minute for pdrtners to shdre ideds ]

Let’s shdre our ideds about how to choose 4 just right book. Who can tell me something
that you hoticed about choosing 4 just right book?

i needed, add ideds to the dnchor chart Choosing a Just Right Book. (Post chart in the
cldssroom.)

Using what you know about previewing this book, think about if you are interested in
reading it and why. Turn and talk to a partner about this.

Turn and talk to a partner about what you hoticed about how [ chose just right bookKs. z

Independent
Practice

&
©
®
©
©
©
¢
®
¢
o
&
o

Today you will be choosing a few just-right books for your book kin. Once you choose
your book, preview it, then redad a few pdges. Couldyou read it smoothly? Didyou “read *
it like you talk?” Didyou know dll of the words? If a book is just right, you can read the
words, uhderstand the story, and explain it fo someone else.

From now on when you dre choosing booKs to read, try previewing them with these .
strategies in order to see whether or not the book is just right for you. After you've
finished selecting your books, you will spend the remainder of the time reading on of the .
books you've choseh quictly to yourself.

Students will spend most of their Independent Redding time today looking for books dnd

@ Group Shdre

adding Them to their book bin/bag. ©

Let’s share some things you noticed ds you looked for “just right” books for your book
E/n an
Did anyone find a book that wds not just right? How dlid you kKnow?

©&—0—&
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Session % é
HOW TO USE THE CLASSROOM LIBRARY .

Note: You will need to defermine how you wdnt to orgdnize your librdry, dnd tedch this @
lesson dccordingly. Some possibilities include orgdnizing books by level, genre, interest,
character, etc. Mdny tedchers hdve fiction books leveled, and have a sepadrate section for
nonfiction booKs that dre not leveled, but dre instedd organized by topic.

-Anchor chart prepdred dhead of fime: “How We Use Our Library”

Possible detdils to include on anchor chart:

- booKs dre leveled by difficulty

- edch book is ldbeled with d sticker by level (topic, efc.)

- informdtfiondl books dre grouped by topic but not leveled

-if d book is missing pages, put it inthe bin labeled “book hospital”

-if you tdke d book out d binto preview it, mdke sure to return it back where you found
it (if you don’t choose to read it)

-hdandle books gently

Connection

We have been talking about the behaviors of readers during the Reader’s Workshop, dand
you have dlready ledrnhed how to choose a “just right” book. So, how we will discuss how
to use and take cdre of our classroom library.

Tedching

our classroom library is 4 specidl place that we will be choosing booKs from once edch |

week throughout the school year, so it’s important for you to know how it’s organized. @

Each week, we will have a "book shopping” day. This is when you'll choose dll of the books

for your kin for the entire week. This means, if you dre redading shorter bookKs, you will .

probably heed 8 or 10 booKs to last the week. If you dre redading longer books, you might @

ohly heed 2 or 5. *
As you look dround our classroom library you might notice some things about the

wdy it’s orgdnized. Today | want to show you some of the ways | decided to organize all of

our booKs so that they’re edsy to find and to put away in the right place. Books dre

special and we need to take cdre of them. Good readers dre careful with keeping booKs in

the right place and make sure they handle them gently.

Demonstration: Show the cldass how the librdry is orgdnized (duthor, genre, Topic, level,

efc.) dand discuss how the books dre stored dnd/or ldbeled (kins, colored dots, stickers,

etc.).

Model the following:

--how you would choose d book dnd use the orgadnization system to help you

--how you would put d book awady, using d book you have on hand

--how to know where the book should go when finished. @

--how you cdrefully take books out of your book kin dnd pldce them in d pile to be
retfurned at the end of the week

--how cdrefully you handle the book (without folding it) and turn the pages -- how you put |
books bdck in fdcing forwdrd, without shoving them

Note: Students should keep their bin in the sdme spot edch day. This maximizes reading time
dnd minimizes interruptions dnd drguments.

Active
Engagement

Turnto 4 partner and talk about what you hoticed about our cldassroom librdary setup and
routines. [Allow dbout 1 minute for pdrtners to shdre]
Let’s share our ideds and questions about how dand when we use our cldassroom library.

.

Independent
Practice

—@—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—-0—0—0—0

e

As you go to independent reading today, | would like for you to think about the humbker of
bookKs you have inyour book kin. Will they be enough to last until our next book shopping
day on ____ 7 If not, go ahead dnd dadd the humber you heed from our cldss library, dnd
then begin your independent reading.

Group Shdre

Hovv c//d it go when you chose the booKs for your book bin? Wads it edsy? Was it hard?

©—0—6—0—6—0—6—0—6—0—6—0—
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Materidls

Session 5
GOALS FOR THE READPER'S WORKSHOP

-Anchor chart “Cldss Redding Godls”

Connection

One of the important things that | think about at the beginning of each unit (whether it’s
math or reading or science) is what | want you to be dble to do at the end. So today, we're
going to talk a kit about what | expect you to be gble to do by the end of the year, after
all of our Reader’s Workshop lessons. These things dre kind of yedr-long godls for us ds
d community of readers. | keep these godls in mind das | plan dll of our lessons. And after |
tell you what these goals are, I'd like for you to think about and set your owh goals that
will help you work towdrd dchieving our cldss godls.

Tedching

Discuss your cldss godls for the Reader’s Workshop. I've dftdched d copy of whdt | want
my students to be dble to do, but you cdn diter ds heeded bdsed on the needs of your
students.

Now, Id like for you to think about a small goal you want to focus on first as 4 reader.
This should be something that you dlready know you have difficulty with--- something that
you think will help you dachieve one of the godls I've just mentioned for you ds readers.
Tour individual godls should be small and specific, such ds “choosing 3 “just right” books
to read this week,” or “kKeep an dccurdte reading log for the entire week.” You should
dlso ke abkle to identify when you will achieve this godl. In the two examples | gave, notice
that | gave 4 time frame for when | would accomplish the goal.

As | meet with edch of you throughout the week, we will make sure your reading godls
dare specific, medsurakle, and redlistic.

Active
Engagement

I'm wondering what godls you guys have ds readers. What do you want to work on so that
you become ketter, stronger readers? Turn and talk to your partner. And pdrtners,
make sure that the godls are small, specific, and have 4 time indicated for when they’ll be
dccomplished.

Independent
Practice

Before you go off to read independently, I'd like for you to write down one goal that
you've discussed with your pdrther so that you become 4a better, stronger reader.
Provide d godl trdcking sheet To students so they cdn write down their first redding goadl.
They can kKeep this godl sheet in Their book bins so they can reflect on it at dny Time dand
it’s dccessible during your conferences.

Now let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(ff students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds mdny
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

Group Shdre

Let’s share some of your godls you thought of today.

B—0—0@—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0-
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Class Reac_lin§ Goals

— Spend The enfire buorfishoo reading
(or Talling aboul/jolTing abou! reading)

— e able To change Thinfing as Lue read
— PoarTicioale in dscussions aboul TexTs
wilh peers and Teachers

— SupporT ocur THling with evidence
from The TexT

— Ruld sfrafegies for comorehension
from minFessons and conferencing

— Sel readng goals for ourselves and
reflect on our Progress

— Understand The pouer of [Terafure To
inferprefl issues and The buorld around
our

— Reep Track of our Thining in a
reader’s holebool
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A COMMUNITY OF READERS: WHAT DOES IT .

Madateridls

Session 6 é

LOOK AND SOUND LIKE? @

chart pdper dnd mdrkers for dnchor chart: “What Independent Reading Looks Like and
Sounds Like”

Connection

We have been getting to know edch other and learning 4 bit about the Reader’s Workshop
during these pdst few days. Today we dre going to identify what the Independent Reading
part of the workshop looks dnd sounds like.

O—0—0—0—0—@-

Tedching

There dre three pdrts to Reader’s Workshop. The first pdrt is called the “mini-lesson,”
which is what we dre doing right how. Puring the mini-lesson we come together in our
meeting ared and learn some things about becoming better readers. The second part of
Readers’ Workshop is cdlled “Independent Reading.” During Independent Reading we
prdctice the things we ledrn during the mini-lesson by reading by ourselves. buring this
time, | will come around and listen to you read, talk to you about reading, and possibly
tedch you one other thing about reading. The last part of Readers’ Workshop is called
the “group share”. This is when we’ll come bdck together in our meeting dred and share
about something we did ds readers.

Now that you have chosen some booKs to read, we will be reading from our book kins
edch day during Independent Reading. This will happen affer we meet here for our mini-
lesson and | tedch you 4 reading sKill that you may prdctice. Most importantly, independent
reading is 4 time to enjoy books dand grow ds readers.

O—0—0—0&

Active
Engagement

©
Let’s create this chart together to help remind us what we should do during the Reader’s e
Workshop that will help us become better readers. Turn and talk to your parther about
what we should see or hedr during this time. *
Give a few minutes for pdrtners to tdlk, then elicit responses and add to anchor chart, to .
be posted inthe cldssroom dnd referred to edch day for the next few weeks before send
off to Independent Redding. Possible rules: Go to redding spot quickly, stdrt reading right |
away, be respectful of other people’s reading by not talking or walking, read the whole
time.
Choose d student to model independent redding incorrectly. This can be a “chdllenging”
student who you know wdnts to get this out of his/her system. Then hdve that same
student model CORRECTLY so s/he hds d chdnce to receive the positive recognition.

Independent
Practice

S
For the rest of this year, | want you to rememkber that it is very important to respect @
other readers so everyone can do their best work. Today during independent reading, .
think about how readers prdctice their reading. Look around and notice what you see and
hedr. After independent reading today we will look at our chart and see if our cldssroom
wds d good environment for ledrning. .
Now that we have these rules for what our independent reading time looKs like and
sounds like, who thinks they cdan go off to Independent Reading time the CORRECT way? .
(Cdll on the students who will go quickly dnd quietly so the other students will (hopefully)
follow their examples.)
Important: If dll students dre not dble to get started correctly, the entire cldss starts .
over-- ds madny times ds necessdry. They dre trdining their bodies to follow d certain @
routine, dnd the way they prdctice in the beginning will determine how it goes for the rest
of the schoolyedr. Do not let students “kind of” follow expectations, or your workshop
will never look dnd sound the way it should.

-@—@-

Group Shdre

Let’s share some things you noticed today during independent reading. What did you see?
What did you hear?

@é
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Session 7 é
READING LOGS .

-Enlarged copy of book logyou wish to use (I have attdched d copy of the one | use that
Materidls fits nicely info the books students dre redding dnd dlso serves ds their bookmadrk)
-Books to model recording with reading log

We have been reading 4 lot during Reader’s Workshop dnd we have talked 4 lot about
Conhection how redders choose books that dare “just right” and stay interested in them. Today we dre
going to talk about danother thing good readers do to see how their reading is going.

Throughout this yedr you will be reading marny booKs. It’s really important that you keep
trdck of the books you read and the pdce you read them. Another day soon we will
reflect on our progress using these reading logs. For now, it’s important for you to
know how to Keep trdck of what you’re reading edach day. When | come daround to talk
with you about your booKs, onhe of the things that will help me Know how you’re doing ds
d reader will be this reading log.

Tedching Today, edch of you will receive d reading log that looks like this.

Displday the version of the book logyou infend o use. Describe the procedures you
expect for filling it out (when; how often; informdtion to record possibly including title,

@o
@
e
@
e
i dauthor, genre, date stdrted dnd/or finished or dkdndoned; where log will be stored
e
S

possibly inside book; dnd anything else). if you heed to expldin dny of the informdtion that
you expect to be recorded (for exdmple, genre) be sure to do so.
Model filling in an entry for dt ledst one book.

. Let’s try recording together the part of this book ['ve just redd.
Active Have students help filling in dnother reading log entry.
Engagement

So, from now oh you dre going to be Keeping trdck of the booKs you read. At the
beginning of independent reading you will record and at the end you will record _
Independent | Now let’s go fo our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our

Prdctice Independent Reading time to look dand sound. .
(ff students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds mdny
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectdtions.)

—_—) —_——

Discuss with a pdrtner the entry you wrote on your redading log today and tell about how

Group Share you filled it out.

B—0—0@—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0-
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Materidls

Session 8 é
SETTING A PURPOSE FOR READING \
(Fiction or Nonfiction) @

-d book fo preview for demonstrdtion
-exdmple Chart: “What | Know/What | Wonder”
-students edch bring one book from their book bins to the meeting dred

@—0—0—0-

Conhnection

We have been talking about and prdcticing mary routines for the Reader’s Workshop.
Today we will ledarn how to set 4 purpose for reading. This is something you will do after

), "

you preview d book dnd decide it’s “just right” for you.

@—&

Tedching

Whether you choose to read fiction or nonfiction, it’s important for you to set 4 purpose
for reading. We can think of this as “What | Know and What | Wonder”. This will help you
stay focused and monitor your comprehension ds you redd. While reading, your purpose
will be to think about what you dlready know dand wonder dabout, and how your ideds form
and change throughout your reading.

Demonstrate what you dlreddy know dbout d book during or dfter previewing it, dnd what

those things make you wonder. For exdmple, setting, plot, ideds dbout chardcter, etc.
Nonfiction exdmple: For example, ds | preview this book about insects, | know this book @

will focus mainly on a few types, and | wonder about how these insects relate to edch
other. What do they have in common? How dre they different? Are they harmful to .
humans? Where do they live? The questions I've just dsked fall under the “What |
Wonder” category and become my purpose for redading. y
Fiction (picture book) exdmple: As | preview this book Amos & Boris by William Steig, |
kKnow that it will be a story about a mouse and 4 whale who are friends, and that it must be
fiction becdause mice and whdles cannot be friends in redl life. | also know that the mouse
goes oh 4 journey, dnd wonder about the things that happen to him. | also wonder how the
whdle becomes involved with the mouse. Do they both end up helping edch other at some
point? All of these questions | wonder about have helped me set d purpose for reading.
Other fiction exdample: Even though this book doesh’t have any pictures, there dre severadl
things | already know. Since I've read the back cover, | Know a kit about the plot and
chardacter (list those things), and l wonder ____.

Another way | might know something about 4 story in order to set d purpose for reading
is if I've read other booKs with the same chardcter.

Active
Engagement

With your pdrtner, I'd like for you to preview one of the books you brought to our
lesson today, and set your purpose for reading. Tour purpose may be different than
your pdrtners, and that’s okay! Think about what you already know akout the chardcters,
topic, plot, or genre, dnd what you wonder about that will help kKeep you focused ds you
read.

@—@—0—0—0—0—0—@&

Independent
Practice

Today, during your independent reading time, you will be setting d purpose for the next
book that you want to read from your kin. As | come dround to meet withyou, pledse be
ready to tell me about your thinking... what you know and what you wonder about that
book.

Now let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look dand sound.

(ff students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds mdny *
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

:
z

-@—@-

Group Shdre

Who would like to shdre a purpose for reading one of his or her booKs?

@é
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Materidls

Session 9
ACQUIRING NEwW VOCABULARY

Mentor Text: Any book to help you model ledrning hew vocdbuldry by using context clues.
(You will dlso need to find a few difficult words in the book to model this strategy dnd to
use for the dctive engagement.)

Anchor Chart: “How Do We Ledrn New Vocdbuldry?”

Connection

As you read different genres of bookKs, even books that are “just right”, you will come
dcross some words you doh't Know. When this happens, it’s important that you don‘t just
sKip the word and continue reading. Today I'm going to tedch you d few strategies for
ledarning what those unfamiliar words mean.

Tedching

One way you can learn what an unfamiliar word medns is to look for context clues. Has
the author included some clue words to let you kKnow what that unfamiliar word might
mean? These clue words might be in the same sentence ds the unfamiliar word, or in the
sentence before or dafter. (Give exdmple from the book you've chosen.)

Another way you cdn ledrn hew vocabulary is to think about g possible synonym that
would make sense If you repldced the unfamiliar word with it. (Give example from the
book you've chosen.)

Finally, if neither of these strategies works for you, dnd you’re still unsure about what q
word means, you should write it down on 4 sticky note, and look it up in 4 dictiondary OR
dsk me what it means during our next conference.”

(* this depends onyour preference for what you want students to do in this situation.)

Active
Engagement

Turn and talk to your pdrtner about what you did the last time you came dcross d word
that you dlidn’t know, and what you did ds a reader. Then discuss how that is the same or
different from what you would do how that we've discussed these strategies.

Independent
Practice

As you read independently today, remember that learning hew vocakulary is an important
part of being d good reader. Mdake sure you use these strategies to figure out the
meaning of d hew word. As | come dround to meet with you, | will be dsking you about
hew words from your text.

Now let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(i students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck o the meeting dred ds many
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

Group Shdre

Who would like to share a new word they ledarned during their independent reading?

B—0—0@—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0-
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Session 10
WHAT IS A READING CONFERENCE?

-Conferring Schedule
-Conferring Notes sheet
-Status of the Cldss sheet (optional)

Connection

Every day during your Independent Redading, you'll notice that | move dround to talk to
you gbout your reading. | take notes on this sheet | have with me (refer to Conferring
Notes sheet). This helps me ledrn about you ds redders dand helps me know what | can
tedch you so that you become even better! That’s why, when I'm working with a reader
during 4 reading conference, it’s important that we don'’t get interrupted. Today, | want to
tedch you about the jobs we dll have during these conferences.

O—0—0—0—0—@-

Tedching

Demonstrate d redding conference with a volunteer so that dll students can see.

Watch closely what I'm doing and what (student) is doing.

Tdlk to the student dbout the book s/he is reading, what his/her godls dre, etc., dnd write
down informdtion onyour conferring notes sheet.

Then ask the students what they noticed. Turn and tell your neighbor what you noticed.
Listen to comments.

Tou guys dre absolutely right. | sat nedr (student), watched her closely, wrote stuff
down, and talked to her about her reading. My jok is to tedch (student) something that will
help her become 4 stronger reader. S/he dlso had an important job becduse she wds
doing reading work and then talking to me about it. This is cdlled a reading conference, and
it’s important for us to have this time together. But | heed all of your help. When I'm

conferring with someone, it’s important that no one interrupts. That medns not coming up g

to me when I'm working with someone. It's a very important rule that we've already
mentiohed—we dll stay in our reading spots during Independent Reading. If you do
interrupt, | will not answer your question, but will dsk you to go kdck to your reading
spot. Tour interruption would be unfair to the student I'm conferring with, because it
would take my dttention away from her.

Active
Engagement

Right now, [ want you to turnto your pdrtner and remind her about what everyone in the
room should ke doing during a reading conference. List the things on your fingers.
As they turn and tdlk, listen in and afterwdrds, report bdck the things they sdid.

e

—@—@0—0—0—0—@&

Independent
Practice

Today during Independent Reading, and every day for that matter, I'm going to have 4 few
conferences. For now, this will be our weekly conference schedule (show schedule). As
we hdve more conferences together, I'm going to dsk you to mdake sure you’re prepdared
to talk to me about something specific during our time together, but for this week, I'll
Just be meeting with edch of you to show you what our time together will be like.

Now let’s go to our redading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(ff students don’t follow expectdtions, have them come bdck o the meeting dred ds many
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

-@—@

Group Share

Congrdtulate the students for staying focused during reading time while you were
conferencing with others.

Optiondl: Before sending students off for Independent Reading, cdll edch student’s name dnd record the

book s/he is redding or the strategy s/he will be attempting that day. You mdy do this dny or every day ds
part of your send-off routine.

©®—0—60—0—6—0—60—0—0—0—60—0—
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It the StuDent IS
SHUANG With..

POSSibie Téaching POINt

Retelling

Good redders tell the story in order, including the
most importdnt pdrts.

Mdking Inferences

Good redders think dbout what they dlready know dnd
use clues from the story (dctions dnd didlogue) to
determine what the duthor doesn't tell us dbout d
chdracter or event.

Mdin Ided/ Good readers think dbout the most important parts of
Determining the story by choosing the words that stick out or ideas
Importdnce That dre repedfed.
Good redders mdke pictures in their minds while
Visudlizing they're redding, bdsed on words the duthor uses.

Mdking Connections

Good redders connect what they're reading to other
information they know, especidlly from other bookKs,
chardcters, dnd events.

Determining Cduse §
Effect

Good redders think dbout why something hdppens in d
book to determine how or why things chdnge (or stay
the sdme) throughout the text.

Keeping Book Tdlk
Going

Good redders add onto whdt a pdrtner sdys dbout d
book, using sentence stems dnd sKills from other mini-
lessons To Keep book tdlk going when they get stuck.

Asking § Answering
Questions

Good redaders dsk questions ds they redd, think about
whdat the dnswers might be, dnd look for evidence of
questions being dnswered throughout the text.

Monitoring
Comprehension

Good redders think dbout what they’re reading to
maKe sure it makes sense, dnd when it doesnt, they
stfop dnd reread to clarify meadning.

""""""""""""""'""""""""""""'



Conferring Notes

Student:

Godal:

Gather Info

Teaching Point

Notes

Book:

Retell: 4 3 2 |
Skill Used:

Book:

Retell: 4 3 2 |
Skill Used:

Book:

Retell: 4 3 2 |
Skill Used:

Book:

Retell: 4 3 2 |
Skill Used:

Book:

Retell: 4 3 2 |
Skill Used:
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Session 11
GOO0D READERS BUILD STAMINA

- Reading log
- Sticky notes or other way of mdrking progress through book
- “Tracking Our Reading Stamina” chart

Conhnection

As we work towdrds become better readers this yedr, the best way to grow inyour
reading is to spehd more dand more time reading, thinking, and talking about booKs. Just
like athletes have to prdctice their sport lots and lots in order to grow ketter and better,
it is the same with reading. Today we’re going to talk about how you can build your
reading strength.

Tedching

One thing we dll have to do to become better at something—anything—is to build our
stamina. Stamind is the akility to stay with something, even though it might be hard and
even if your body and brain gets tired. It’s important to Keep track of how we're
progressing at something by monitoring our stamind.

Throughout the year we will be building our reading stamind. We need to be abkle to stick
with our reading and our thinking about our reading, even when your krdin get tired. To
do this, we dre going to stick with our reading, prdcticing edch day (or week) for longer
periods of time. We will Keep track of how we dre progressing dnd how our staming is
going so that we can continue to improve dnd get stronger.

Today we dre going to talk about one way to build your reading staming.

Option 1: / have been Keeping trdack of my reading in my reading log, and today I'm going to
take a look at it fo see how many pages I've been reading edch day. I'm going to try to
read 4 little more than what 've been reading edch day, even if it’s only d few pdges.
Option 2: We dre dlso going to Keep trdck of the humbker of minutes we read edch day
(or week) on this grdph (see attached graph).

Option 3:/ have 5 sticky notes here labeled Monday, Tuesday, Wednhesday, Thursday and
Friday. Here is the book | will be reading for my independent reading this week. Edch deay
when | finish, | will put a sticky note on the page where | finish. Then | can count how marry
pdages | read that day, and put the sticky note for the following day where | should finish,
while incredsing my stamind by just 4 page or two. This way [ can try to incredse my
staming just 4 little bit edch day this week. After the week is over | should see that | have
made consistent progress through my book for the week.

©@—0—@-

Active
Engagement

Write down the pdge humbkers where your sticky notes dre so students cdn discuss your
stamina.

Let’s look at where my sticky notes dre. What 4o you hotice about my reading? Wds it
dlways consistent? What does this show dabout my staminda everyday? Turn and talk to
your pdrtner dbout how my staming went this week.

&
©
®
©
©
®
&
®
¢
&
6
®

Independent
Practice

Today while you dre reading Keep trdack of how your stamind is going. You may
or may not wish to have dll or some of the students use the sticky note strategy
or dnother you have infroduced.

Now let’s go to our redading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we wdant our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(if stfudents don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds mdny
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

@ Group Shdre

Who can talk about how their staming went today ?

©®—0—60—0—6—0—60—0—0—0—60—0—
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TRACKING OUR READING STAMINA

minu

30

29
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Date:

STAMINA CHECK

(mark for being on task at the minute)

Student
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Session 12 é
GOO0OD READERS TALK ABOUT BOOKS :

M al -Favorite cldssroom book to use for modeling
areridls | _Anchor chart: “How fo Keep Book Talk Going” (dttdched)

We've beeh doing lots of thinking about booKs during our mini-lessoh, and lots of
Connection independent reading and conferencing, and today | want to tedch you 4 kit more
about talking about booKs with a partner during our Group Shdre at the end of
the Reader’s Workshop.

@—0—0—&

One thing that good readers do is talk about their books. Today, I'm going to tedch
you how to tdlk to others about the booKs that you dre redding. Good redaders
learn from edch other by sharing their ideds and their thinking.

And here’s the challenge: when it’s your turn to talk, try to respond to your
pdartner’s ideds INSTEAD OF just telling your own ideds. This may seem difficult at .
first, but don’t worry, we’ll be working on this skill throughout the year.

Now watch me ds | use this anchor chart to talk about ohe of our favorite bookKs
[Use a favorite classroom book for modeling]. .
Tedcher models book tadlk by using conversdtiondl prompts from dnchor chart,
and show students how To be prepdred, stay ontopic dnd add on to what a partner |
SAYS.

ch;{re: The skill of talking dbout books dnd ideds should be reinforced through
mdny redders’ workshop lessons throughout the school yedr.

Tedching

O—0@—0—0—@

Turn and talk about what you hoticed ds | talked about this book. What Kinds of
things dlid | say or do that helped you to understand my thinking better? [Give a
minute or two for discussion.]

Did anyone think of anything we could add to our anchor chart for keeping book
talk going? (if so, addto chart if it makes sense.)

Post chart in the cldssroom.

Active
Engagement

While you dre reading today, think about something about your book or

something that you ledrned about reading that you would like to share with the

Independent | group. Be sure to think about the ideds for book talk that we listed on our chart.
Prdctice Now let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want

our Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(if students don't follow expectdtions, have them come bdck o the meeting drea ds

mdny times ds it tdkes until they do follow expectations.)

i
!

-@—@

Option 1: Turn and talk to your pdrtner about the book you read today. Use the -«

Group Share | dnchor chart when you need to. ©
Option 2: Who would like to share a book talk with q partner in front of the class  °
today?

(o
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Tiow to Keep Book Talk Going

Partner A

Parther P

Talk aboul @ PTG moment
or realizalion for ohe of
The characlers

Tal\ abou! @ part where
you holiced a wirifer’s
crafl

Tal\ about @ part that you
didn'T undersTand

Tal\ about @ part that you
could really Visualze

Cah you Say More aboul
Thal

Whal malles you Think
Thal

So, Whal you're saying
Seee

T think T disagree
because...

Thal sounds
because...

[ agree with
because...

Cah you show Mme Wwhere
you read Thal?



O—O0—06—10B——06—0—0—™0B 00— —0—0- @—@
Session 15 é
KEEP TRACK OF YOUR THINKING WITH STICKY NOTES

-Book to demonstrate some thinking .
Sticky notes
Optiondl: dnchor chart on sticky nhote usdge dnd guidelines

Madteridls

Tou will be doing so much reading this year and more importantly, so much thinking and
Cohhection talking about your reading. It is really important that you keep trdck of your thinking and
remember it so that you can talk about it and grow your ideds ds you continue to ledarn
how to be 4 better reader.

Option 1: As you ledarn about ways to become 4 better reader, you'll want to kKeep track
of your ideds. Tou will be shdring your thinking with other students and with me, so you
need a way to remember what you were thinking at different pdrts of the book. One way
to Keep trdck of your thinking is by writing your ideds dowh on sticky notes dnd then
sticking the note right to the pdge where you had 4 particular ided.

Demonstrate redding d few pages of d short booK. Stop dnd discuss your thinking at
vdrious points-- mdke d connection, dn inference, efc. (You don't need to name the types
of thinking at this point.) Write edch thought on a sticky note dsyou discuss it, dnd put the @
sticky note onthat page in the book.

O—0—0—0—0—@-

You may wdnt to set guidelines for how offen students should jot their thinking on a .
Tedching sticky note (for exdmple, no more thdn 5 times per redding session), dnd whether the @
sticky note should stick out of the book or be inside the book completely. Another issue *
to be dddressed is whdat students do with the sticky notes after they finish reading the .
book. (When they tdke them out, do they put them in their redder’s notebooks? Do they
orgdnize them in d certdin way?) .

Option 2: Another way to use the sticky notes to Keep trdck of your thinking: At the end .
of our reading time, write 4 one-sentence summary of what you read so that the

following day you can go back to that spot, read your sticky note, and remember exdctly .
what wds hdppehing when you last read.

You may wish to begin recording your expectdtions on dn danchor chart: “How and Why to @
Use Sticky Notes.”

Active Turn and talk to a partner about how sticky notes will help you when discussing your @
Engdagement ideds with a partner or tedacher. .

—@—@0—0@—0—0—@&

keep track of some of your thinking ds you redad.

. Decide how mdny sticky notes to give To edch student, dnd how you will mandage this task-

Independent | edch day? edch week? ds you check the status of the cldss dnd dismiss students to their
Practice redding spots?

Now let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our

Independent Reading time to look dnd sound.

(ff students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds many

times ds it Takes until they do follow expectations.)

Today while you dre reading, remembker our guidelines for using the sticky notes, dand I

Option 1: Share what you recorded on a sticky note with 4 partner.
Option 2: Choose d few students to shdre one of their sticky notes with the cldss, and
discuss.

&—0—60—0—60—0—6—0—60—0—6—0—
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Group Shdre
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Session 1% é
KEEP TRACK OF YOUR THINKING WITH 4 .
READER’'S NOTEBOOK @

-Book to demonstrdte some thinking
-Reader’s notebook
Optionadl: dnchor chart on using the redder’s notebook

Conhnection

Testerday we learned ohne way to Keep trdck of our thinking about reading. This is so
important so we can talk about dll your ideds later, and for you to build onto your
thinking. Today we will talk about another way to Keep trdck of your thinking.

O—0—0—0—0—@-

Tedching

Today, edch of you will be getting a reader’s notebook. Tou will Use this throughout the
yedr to Keep track of the reading skKills you learn, and you will demonstrate how you use
these sKills inyour reader’s notebook. We will dlso discuss the contents and ideds inyour
reader’s notebook during our reading conferences.

Demonstrate the heading you want students to use on d pdge of the reader’s notebook.
This may include book title & author, pdge number that spdrked dn ided, etc. y
Option 1: You mady dlso decide to let students know how mdny ideds they should put on @
one page; for exdmple, they mady hdave room for 3-5 thoughts, and should put d squiggly — *
line affer edch thought. Another option is to hdve certdin pages dedicdated to certdin types  |.
of thinking; for exdmple, one page with the heading “Inferences” or “Connections”, but this
should come later in the yedr. .
Option Z: You may decide To use the attdched “What | Khow/What | Wondered/What |
Ledrned” sheet, dnd pdste it into the reader’s notebook. Since students have used the
first fwo columns of the sheet when determining their purpose for redding (see previous
lesson), this will serve ds d helpful guide inside their redder’s notebook, especidlly af the
beginning of the yedr when they would be unsure of what o write without this.

Demonstrate the method that you choose, using the reader’s notebook in front of
students so they know whdt theirs should look like.

You mady wish To record your expectdtions on dn dnchor chdrt “How to Use a Reader’s
Notebook”.

Active
Engagement

—@—@0—0@—0—0—@&

Think about the purpose you've dlready set for reading the book you're currentty
reading. Turn and talk to your pdrtner about your thinking that you could include inyour
reader’s hotebook.

Independent
Practice

Today during Independent Redding, make sure you Keep trdack of some of your ideds in .
your reader’s hotebook.

Let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our .
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(ff stfudents don't follow expectations, have them come bdck to the meeting dred ds madny

times ds it Tdkes until they do follow expectdtions.) @

i
!

.

_0—0-

? ©6roup Share

Option 1: Share what you recorded inyour redder’s notebook with a pdrtner.
Option 2: Have d few students shdre their thoughts from their reader’s notebooks.
Discuss.

©&—0—&
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What | Wonder

What |l Learned




Redader’s NOt€bOOK
RUDriC

Criteria

Exceeds
Expectations

Meefs
Expectations

Doesn’t Meet
Expectations

Sfudent’s nofebook is organized and in
good condifion.

Student shows evidence of a variety of
thinking.

Student shows evidence of working
foward reading goals.

Notebook reflects skills from mini-
lessons and conferences.

Explanation of Expectations

Exceeds Expectations: The student shows evidence of skills from every mini-
lesson or conference, keeps his/her notebook well-organized according to skill
and sticky note, and keeps track of reading goals in detail
Meets Expectations: The student shows some evidence of different thinking while
reading, and his/her reader’s notebook is in good condition and mostly organized
according to goals or reading skill. Several skills are practiced and reflected upon

in the notebook.

Doesn’t Meet Expectations: The student rarely demonstrates evidence of thinking
about the text, or does not show evidence of strategies from mini-lessons or
conferencing during reading. The reader’s notebook is disorganized and/or in

poor condition.
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Session 15 é
INTRO TO NONFICTION .

Mentor Texts: Severdl honfiction books, a didry entry from someone fdmous
(online), recipes, d newspdper drticle, National Geogrdphic or other nonfiction
Materidls magdzine, instructions for electronics or dn dpplidnce, dtrdin or bus timetdble,
efc. (Gather enough of these nonfiction Texts to distribute to students for their
independent redding Time.)

' So far we have been tdlking 4 lot about fiction texts, but today we dre going to
Connection | Legin discussing nonfiction.

| bet you don't redlize how many forms of nonfiction you've dlready read this
year! Did you redlize the National Geogrdphic magazines we have in cldss dre
nonfiction? And your favorite dessert recipes dre honfiction, too!

Tedchig | Show students the different fypes of nonfiction you've gathered

Engagement | year, or will look for during our hext book shopping day .

Today during your Independent Reading, choose some nonfiction texts from the 4
nonfiction kins on your tables/desKs. As you read, | want you to think about how @
nonfiction is different from fiction, and how you read it differently.
Let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our @
Independent Reading time to look dand sound.

(if students don't follow expectdtions, have them come bdck o the meeting drea ds )
many fimes ds it takes until they do follow expectdtions.) .

Independent
Practice

Who hoticed some ways honfiction is different from fiction? .
(K students don't notice that nonfiction doesn’t have to be read from start to

finish, but that readers cdn decide which pdrts to redd and in whichever order they |*
wish, mdke sure you tdlk dbout this.)

Group Shdre

@o

?

?

e

N

?

© .
® ®
® @
i Active Turn and talk to your partner about the Kinds of nonfiction texts you've read this z
@

@

@
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Materidls

Session 16
PREVIEWING NONFICTION

nonfiction Texts with heddings
-plenty of nonfiction texts for students’ tables/desks during Independent Reading

Connection

Testerday we began taking 4 closer look at nonfiction texts, and we saw how mdny
different types are avdilable for us to read. Today we're going to ledarn about how
information is presented in honfiction texts, and how to decide if it’s a good fit for
Us ds d reader.

Tedching

Many nonfiction texts have one important feature that helps us know what the text

will be about. That feature is cdlled a heading. The heading is usudlly only a few
words, but it tells us what the following pardgrdph(s) or page(s) will be about. As
we preview the text dand look at its headings, we can think about what the entire
text is mostly about, and what it will tedch us. We can dlso think about how the
headings fit together.

For example, in this book, dll of the headings have to do with ____, so I think it will
teachme ____

Model with severdl examples.

Active
Engagement

Turn and talk to your partner about how previewing 4 honfiction book will help
you ds d reader.

Independent
Practice

Today during Independent Reading, | would like for you to preview d few of the
honfiction texts at your desk/table, thinking about how the heading will help you
and tedch you. Be ready to share at the end of our workshop time.

Let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quictly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(ff students don't follow expectations, have them come bdck To the meeting dred as
madny Times ds it takes until they do follow expectdtions.)

Group Share

Ask students to bring to the group shdre one of the nonfiction books they read
during Independent Reading.
Talk to your partner about what you learned from the headings inyour booK(s)
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Session 17 :
WHEN TO ABANDON A BOOK

-one nhonfiction, one fiction, one chapter book from d favorite series

Conhnection

Tou'’ve had some time to enjoy severadl different books, and to hear about several books
your friends and pdrtners dre redading. Tou may even want to redad one of the books
you've hedrd about. Sometimes these bookKs dre at a “just right” level for you for
fluency, comprehension, and interest. But occdsionally you may discover that the book
ish’t one that you can redll get into.

Tedching

Today, we're going to talk about why readers sometimes abdndon (ledve, or give up on)
bkooks before they finish reading them. | have noticed that some of you don’t finish the
bookKs you start reading. This is cdlled abandoning a book. Sometimes after trying to read e
d book, q reader decides they’re not enjoying it or they don’t understand it, so they want
to stop reading it.

Demonstrate redding dnd thinking dloud dbout why you would dbdndon d book. For

exdmple:

* Read severdl pdrts from d nonfiction book that you pretend not to understand dand say:
I did not have the background knowledge akout this topic so | got confused.

* Read dfew parts of dfiction book that seem too edsy or uninteresting dnd say: [ found 3
this book too edasy and it didn't keep me interested.

* Show d book from d series dnd say: This book from the series didn’t interest me the
way the others did because. ..

-@—@

But remember, we can dlmost always avoid the heed to abandon books by carefully
previewing books before we put them into our book bkins!

Active
Engagement

Turn and talk to a partner about d book you have abandoned and why you abandoned it.
[Give pdrthers d minute To shdre ideds.]
Let’s share our ideds about the good redsons why readers dabdndon booKs.

.@. .@.

Independent
Practice

&
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I want you to always remember that it is important to give a book 4 chance before you
abandon it. f you dre thinking about abdndoning a book, think about why, and how you can *
try to prevent it from happening in the future.

Let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look dnd sound.

(i students don't follow expectations, hdve them come bdck o the meeting dred ds many
times ds it Takes until they do follow expectdtions.)

@ Group Shdre

Has anyone abandoned a book this yeadr? Discuss.

©—0—0—0—60—0—60—0—60—0—&
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Session 18
REFLECTING ON OUR PROGRESS

-Reading logs (have students bring them to the meeting drea)
-Reading godls sheet
-Reader’s notebook

Conhnection

We hdve been ledrning so much about reading, keeping trdack of our thinking, and
growing our ideds. Today we're going to take 4 step bdck dnd reflect on the work
we've been doing by looking at several of the ways we’ve documented our
thoughts and our godls.

Tedching

Tou have severdl tools you've beeh using to help you become ketter readers.

One of those tools is your reading log. Tou cdan use this to help you reflect on
your progress. One of the things to look at is the types of booKs you've beeh
reading. Do you tend to stick with the same genre, or have you tried different
ohes? Also, how long does it take you to fihish a book, in general? What canyou
hotice about your stamina?

When you look at your redder’s hotebook or your sticky hotes, dre you hoticing
different Kinds of thinking happening? How often dre you jotting down your ideds?
Do you build oh your ideds throughout the book?

After you reflect on these items, | want you to take another look at your reading
godls. How dre you doing? Are you close to dchieving them, or have you done so
dlready? If you have achieved a godl, it’s time to set a hew one!

Active
Engdgement

Take d few moments to reflect on your reading logs. What do you nhotice ?
Wait a minute or two, then have students turn and talk about what they notice.

Independent
Practice

Have students reflect on their reading logs, reader’s notekbook, and/or reading
godls. (See attdched reflection sheets.)

You mdy wdnt students to choose new godls at this fime, dnd reflect on why they
were/were not successful in dccomplishing their godls during the first reading
unit.

Group Shdre

Optiondl: You mady dlso choose to do dn end of the unit reading reflection

Would anyone like to shdre a hew redading goal they have after reflecting on the
reading log or reader’s hotebook?
Discuss.
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Redading LOg Reflection

Are you reading d vdriely of books?

Whatl kinds of' books dre missing from your reading?

How do you choose books?

Do you nolice any pdtlerns in your book seleclion?

Do you read some books f'aster Than olhers?
If' so, why do you Think Thatl is?

Have you dbandoned any books? Why?

Do you have dnything you wdant To work on when choosing books?




oI % R TR %
2t Endof Unit ReadingReflection x4

4 Using your reading log, lis The boolls you've finished This unif (af home and af school): 5

LisT any boofis thal you've abandoned, and uuhy:

Did you find any heu series or characler Thal you le?

Whal are The genres Thal you read This unil?

Wha! readng goals have you accomplished This unif?

Whal are your reading goals for The next unit?

AN AN N K AN %
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Session 19
SIGNING UP FOR A STRATEGY GROUP

-Strategy group signup sheet

Connection

Now that we've established our rules and expectations for the Reader’s
Workshop, dand I've been conferring with everyone, I've noticed that there dare
certain dreds that we still need to focus on to make sure you're off to 4 strong
start. Today, I'm going to tedch you how to sigh up for 4 strategy group.

Tedching

A strategy group is 4 small group of students | meet with to focus on one specific
goal. These goals or skKills will change throughout the year, depending on your
needs. At the beginning of the yedr, | notice that many of you need help and extra
prdctice with certain things, so I've created groups to focus on these skKills. It’s up
to you which group you'd like to sigh up for, but | dsk that everyone sigh up for
ohe group. | will meet with edch group during the week, usudlly only once per
week. We may have ohe sessioh together, or we may have 4 few, depending oh
how well it goes and what you're able to do independently after the strategy

group.

Active
Engagement

Right how, the groups I've decided on are (list here). Think about what mdkes the
most sense for you ds 4 reader, something that you could use more prdctice
with, or another explanation of.

See dftached strategy group signup sheet for possibilities; however, the groups
cdn focus onh dnything you see the need for.

Independent
Practice

Students sign up for d strdategy group ds they’re dismissed for independent
reading. You may dlso choose to hdve them fill out the explanation sheet
(attdched).

Group Shdre

Shdre with d parther why you chose to sign up for a certain strategy group.
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Stratregy Group

Aign Up

Skill: Using a Reader’s Notebook Skill: keeping Track of a Reading Log

Students: Students:

Skill: Talking with a Partner about Skill: Monitoring Comprehension
Reading
Students:
Students:




Which strateay group(s) dia You Sign up for?

Why dig You Sign up tor this group?

Bow will this group help You a8 a reader?

How does This group relate to Your reading 9oals?

Which strateay group(s) did You Sign up for?

Why diad sou sign up for Tthis group?

How will This group help You a8 a reader?

Bow does This group relate 1o sour reading ¢goals?
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Materidls

Session 20 :
SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW (Exit Slips) @

-Exit slips (see attdched)

Connection

Recently we reflected on our goals and progress in reading. Today | will tedch you
another way we can reflect on our progress dand show what we've learned from 4

mini-lessoh or unit.

@—0—0—&

Tedching

Decide on the method you will use for exit slips. Some tedchers dsk students to
complete dan exit slip on certdin days; other tedchers dllow students to decide when
to complete an exit slip, ds long ds it's done by the end of the week. You may dlso
choose to have students post their exit slips in a designated pldce...on a bulletin
bodrd or pocket chdrt in d spdce with their hdme so you cdn see right dway who's
exit slip is missing. This dlso dllows students to read their peers’ thinking.

®

©
This way to show what we have learned dre called exit slips. They help me Know )
how wellyou have understood a lesson by helping you express how you think p
about hew information. These exit slips dsk you to respond to a question or .
prompt, and there are many different forms.
At This point, discuss the way you've decided to use exit slips inyour cldssroom. \
There dre sample exit slips attdched, but the possibkilities dre endless. >

—0@—0—0—@

Active
Engagement

Option 1: Turn and talk to your pdartner about which exit slip you will choose after @
today’s lesson.
Option 2. Turn and talk to your pdrtner about how we will use exit slips in our \
classroom. @

—@-

Independent
Practice

After your reading today, I'm going to dsk you to complete one of these exit slips.
(Decide which exit slips you will use.) Then we will discuss these during our Group
Share. .
Let’s go to our reading spots quickly and quietly, thinking about how we want our
Independent Reading time to look and sound.

(i students don’t follow expectations, have them come bdck to tThe meetfing dred ds

-@—@-

Group Shdre

madny fimes ds it takes until they do follow expectdtions.) @

Discuss exit slips, highlighting that not every student chose to use the same exit
slip.

&—0—60—0—60—0—6—0—60—0—6—0—
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EXit SlipS

:_N&\me

: The most imPOrtant thing T learned this week was...
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I I heed more practice Or help wrih....
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